
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Microbiology 

 

• The study of micro-organisms, bacteria, fungi, viruses. Their study has developed from aspects of 
disease to in particular their genetics. This is because microbes can be readily and rapidly cultured in 
the laboratory and used to study genetic and biochemical processes. (Concise Dictionary of Biology: 
c1993, 574.03 W627 Reference Section - University Library) 

 

• The study of MICROORGANISMS and their interactions with other organism and with the environment. 
There is considerable overlap between microbiology and certain other disciplines: e.g. biochemistry, 
immunology, molecular biology, and parasitology: microbiology is also directly relevant to certain 
aspects of medicine, veterinary science, agriculture, the food industry and various commercial 
processes as well as ecology and pollution studies. (Dictionary of Microbiology and Molecular 
Biology: c1998, 576. 031 Si 617 Reference Section – University Library) 
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The ASM is the world's largest scientific society of individuals interested in the microbiological sciences. 

The mission of the American Society for Microbiology is to advance the microbiological sciences as a 
vehicle for understanding life processes and to apply and communicate this knowledge for the improvement 
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This site is provided as a resource for the microbiologist in regulated industries. The Microbiology 

Network serves as a communication resource for the microbiology and biotechnology communities serving 
pharmaceutical, medical device and personal products industries. 
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