
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEFINITIONS 
 
Logic 
 

 A study of the principle of thoughts by which one may distinguish correct from incorrect 
reasoning.  Deductive logic argues from the general to the specific, it focuses on the correct 
form of an argument, deducing the validity of propositions and conclusions.  Inductive logic 
argues from specific to the general, it focuses on (usually) imperial evidence and or 
information and the subsequent certainty or probability of the conclusion.  Logic properly 
applied in conjunction by which sufficient evidence and/or information should enable one to 
obtain knowledge of reality truth in the given instance. (Normandy, J., editor. A 
comprehensive Dictionary of Philosophy New Delhi: Abhishek Pub., 2004, GSL/Ref 
103 C737, Reference Section, University Library) 

 

 From Classical Greek λόγος logos; meaning word, thought, idea, argument, account, 
reason, or principle) is the study of the principles and criteria of valid inference and 
demonstration.  As a formal science, logic investigates and classifies the structure of 
statements and arguments, both through the study of formal systems of inference and 
through the study of arguments in natural language. The field of logic ranges from core 
topics such as the study of fallacies and paradoxes, to specialized analysis of reasoning 
using probability and to arguments involving causality. Logic is also commonly used today in 
argumentation theory. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logic) 
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Introduction to Logic from the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Oxford 
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