Rizal’s Words of Wisdom

by Ian Christopher Alfonso

Human Rights

1. Genius has no country.  It blossoms everywhere.  Genius is like the light, the air.  It is the heritage of all! (Speech for Felix Resurreccion Hidalgo and Juan Luna’s victory at the Exposicion General de Bellas Artes, Madrid, June 25, 1884)
2. Why would you submit to another your noble and free thought? It is cowardice and an error to believe
 that blind obedience is piety and arrogance to think and reflect.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, February 22, 1889, London)

3. Men are born equal, naked, and without chains. They were not created by God to be enslaved.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, February 22, 1889, London)
4. A man without will of his own is a man without personality.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, February 22, 1889, London)

5. Treat the people well, teach them the sweetness of peace so that they can love it and maintain it.  (La Verdad para Todos, La Solidaridad, May 31, 1889)

6. Deprive a man then of his dignity and you not only deprive him useless even for those who wish to make use of him.  (Sobre la Indolencia de los Filipino, La Solidaridad, August 31, 1890)

7. Each people has its own way of speaking just as it has its own way of feeling.  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)
8. Man is free as long as he can think for himself!  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

9. You know that the virtues a person may possess are not like the diamonds that may pass from hand to hand, to be sold and resold. They are inherent in the being; they are essential attributes of the subject.  (Fr. Sibyla to Simoun, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

10. Let us win it by deserving it, exalting individual reason and dignity, loving the just, the good, the great, even dying for it.  (Winning independence, Fr. Florentino to Simoun, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

Noble Calling

11. If we who are called upon to do something, if we, in whom our people place their modest hopes, spend our time in these things, precisely when youthful years should be utilized in something noble and lofty – for youth is noble and generous – I fear that we are not struggling for a vain illusion and instead of being worthy of liberty, we would only be worthy for slavery.  (Letter to Marcelo H. del Pilar, Brussels, May 28, 1890)
12. When our people is unprepared, when it enters the fight through fraud and force, without a clear understanding of what it is doing, the wisest attempts will fail, and better that they do fail.  (Fr. Florentino to Simoun, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

13. For the Motherland in war,/ For the Motherland in peace,/ Will the Filipino keep watch,/ He will live until life will cease!  (Himno al Trabajo)

14. I do not mean to say that our liberty will be secured at the sword's point, for the sword plays but little part in modern affairs.  (Simoun to Fr. Florentino, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

15. For me, writing in a literary style is not that important.  More important are correct thoughts and feelings and working with a purpose – the pen will take of expressing them.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, London, June 27, 1888)

16. With our minds and hearts, we will always works; and with our arms when the right time comes.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, London, June 27, 1888)

17. At present, the principal instrument of the heart and the mind is the pen.  Others prefer the brush, and some the chisel; I prefer the pen.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, London, June 27, 1888)

18. Sometimes, even the most inferior instrument produces great works; let the Philippine bolo speak.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, London, June 27, 1888)

19. We have upon us a duty: to redeem our mother from her captivity; our mother is pawned; we must redeem her before we forget.  (Letter to Marcelo. H. del Pilar, Brussels, June 11, 1890)

20. The duty of modern man to my way of thinking is to work for the redemption of humanity, because once man is dignified there would be less unfortunate and more happy men that is possible in this life.  (Ciencia, Virtud y Trabajo, Madrid 1883)

21. And if the Filipinos prefer dying to suffering, I will also become partisan to violent means.  (Letter to Blumentritt, Geneva, June 19, 1887)

22. We cannot all be doctors. It is necessary that there be some to cultivate the land.  (Letter to Lucia, Dapitan, 12 February 1896)

23. The medicine must be brought near to the sick man.  (To my fellow compatriots, Barcelona, October 1891)

24. Buy books by Filipinos; mention now and then names of Filipinos like Pelaez, Garcia, Burgos, Graciano, etc.; quote their phrases.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, Paris, March 19, 1889)

25. I enjoin you to try to buy, read, but critically, the books about the Philippines you may see… (Letter to his friends, Barcelona)

26. If I could only be a professor in my country, I would stimulate these Philippine studies which are like the nosce te ipsum that gives the true concept of one’s self and drives nations to do great things.  (Letter to Blumentritt, April 13, 1887)

27. What does it matter, gentlemen, if we sacrifice a portion of our [individual] freedom, but we offer it in the altars of our country?  (Speech at the Café Habanero, December 31, 1891)

28. I have to return to the Philippines… I have to give an example not to fear death even if this may be terrible.  (Letter to Blumentritt, Ghent, September 22, 1891)

29. I would rather give up my life for my people than remain here in Europe to enjoy a life of leisure.  (Letter to Blumentritt, Brussels, July 20, 1890)

30. We are the only ones who can acquire a perfect knowledge of our country.  (Letter to his friends, Barcelona)

31. I consider myself fortunate to be able to suffer a little for a cause that I believe sacred.  (Letter to Fr. Pastells, Dapitan, September 1, 1892)

Governance

32. Why independence, if the slaves of today will be the tyrants of tomorrow? (Fr. Florentino to Simoun, El Filibusterismo, 1891)
33. An immoral government presupposes a demoralized people, a conscienceless administration, greedy and servile citizens in the settled parts, outlaws and brigands in the mountains.  (Simoun to Fr. Florentino, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

34. In politics there's nothing worse than sentiment.  (Padre Irene, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

35. My ambition is not to win honors or hold positions but to see that what is just, exact, suitable, is done in political matters.  (Letter to Juan Zulueta, August 14, 1891)

36. The government needs a free press, the government that still dreams of prestige, that builds on mined ground… A free press will let a government know the throbs of public opinion.  (Filipinas Dentro de Cien Años, La Solidaridad, December 15, 1889)

To the Youth

37. Where are the youths who will dedicate their innocence, their idealism, their enthusiasm to the good of the country? (Fr. Florentino to Simoun, El Filibusterismo, 1891)
38. But there are still others who can take my place.  (To the Filipinos, Hong Kong, June 20, 1892)

39. Hold high the brow serene,/ O youth, where now you stand;/ Let the bright sheen

Of your grace be seen,/ Fair hope of my fatherland.  (A La Juventud Filipina, 1879)

40. Some have sacrificed their youth, their pleasures…  (El Amor Patrio, La Solidaridad, October 31, 1890)

41. You can see how little by little union among the younger Filipinos has been blossoming, thanks to the events that impressed their hearts… (Speech delivered at the Café Habanero, December 31, 1891)

42. Take care of your self for the good of our country…  (Elias to Juan Crisostomo Ibarra, Noli me tangere, 1887)

43. There were, therefore, many intelligent and bright persons among the young Filipinos.  But these bright young Filipinos were getting lost because of lack of unity and due to excessive individualism.  (Speech at Café Habanero, December 31, 1891)
44. Many of our compatriots there have listened to the voice of their hearts and have devoted the precious time of their youth to something great, which is worthy of them.  (Letter to Marcelo. H. del Pilar, Brussels, June 11, 1890)

45. We are not as fortunate as other young men who can waste their future. (Letter to Marcelo. H. del Pilar, Brussels, June 11, 1890)

46. I die without seeing the dawn brighten over my native land! You, who have it to see, welcome it—and forget not those who have fallen during the night!  (Elias to Basilio, Noli me tangere, 1887)

47. I am not writing for this generation but for other ages.  If this generation could read, it would burn my books, the labor of my life.  But the generation that deciphers these characters understands and says, “not all were asleep in the night of our ancestors.”  (Pilosopong Tasio to Ibarra, Noli me tangere, 1887)

48. If luck is against me, let everybody know that I will die happy with the thought that my death has ended all their bitterness.  (Open letter to his family and friends, Hong Kong, June 20, 1892)

49. I risk my life with pleasure to save so many innocent persons… who are suffering because of me.  (Open letter to his family and friends, Hong Kong, June 20, 1892)

50. When one dies for love or for the conviction that his death will do some good, death is a pleasure.  (Una visita del Señor a Filipinas)

51. I have employed the energies of my youth serving my country, though my compatriots do not want to acknowledge it.  (Letter to Doña Teodora Alonzo, Dapitan, 15 January 1896)

52. I urge you to take care of, to serve, and to love our parents, as you would like your children later to take care of, serve, and love you in your old age.  (To his sisters, Dapitan, September 2, 1896)

53. Where are the youth who will generously pour out their blood to wash away so much shame, so much crime, so much abomination?  (Fr. Florentino to Simoun, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

54. To fall with the head high and a serene brow is not to fall; it is to triumph. The sad thing is to fall with the stain of dishonor.  (Letter to Soledad, Brussels, June 6, 1890)
55. I am assiduously studying the happening in our country.  I believe that nothing can redeem us except our brains.  (Letter to Marcelo H. del Pilar, Brussels, April 4, 1890)

56. Where are you, Oh youth, who will embody in yourselves the vigor of life that has left our veins, the purity of ideas that has contaminated in our brains, the fire of enthusiasm that has been quenched in our hearts? We await, Oh youth, come, for we await you!" (Fr. Florentino to Simoun, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

57. Young man, you are not to blame; at least something remains in you: your love for the home of your ancestors.  (The Ancient Tagalog Nobility)

58. Union, goodwill, and good feelings – these are all that we need.  (Letter to Graciano Lopez Jaena, Paris, March 1889)

Reality Bites

59. Don’t you realize that a life which is not dedicated to a great idea is useless?  It is a pebble lost in the field, when it should form part of some building. (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)
60. We ought not to depend on ourselves solely. We should seek advice, listen to others and do what we believe to be the most reasonable.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos

February 22, 1889, London)

61. One who wants to help himself should help others, because if he neglects others, he too will be neglected by them.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, February 22, 1889, London)

62. Some become treacherous because of cowardice and negligence of others.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, February 22, 1889, London)

63. Those who caused your misfortunes… they suspect you night and day… they will not let you attain your full growth because they fear and hate you.  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

64. But there is room for everyone!  (Basilio replied Simoun, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

65. Man ought to die for his duty and his convictions.  (Open letter to his family and friends, Hong Kong, June 20, 1892)

66. True piety is obedience to what is right, happen what may.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, London, February 22, 1889)

67. Man is not a brute; he is not a machine… His object is to seek happiness for himself and his fellow men by following the road towards progress and perfection.  (Sobre la Indolencia de los Filipinos, La Solidaridad, July 15, 1890)

68. We die only once and if we do not die well, we lose a good opportunity which will never come up again.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, Brussels, 9 July 1890)

69. I have always wanted to hear criticisms against me because they improve he who wants to improve himself.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, Hong Kong, May 23, 1892)

70. Life is a very serious thing and only those with intelligence and courage go through it worthily.  (Letter to Alfredo T. Hidalgo, Dapitan, Dec. 20, 1893)

71. The scratches of a friend hurt more than the wounds inflicted by the enemy.  (Letter to Marcelo H. del Pilar, Paris, October 7, 1891)

The free Filipino nation
72. A Filipino must be just and foremost a good man, a good citizen, who will, with his mind and heart and if needed be, with his arms as well, help his country progress.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, London, June 27, 1888)

73. In order to read the future destiny of a nation, it is necessary to open the book of its past.  (Filipinas, Dentro de Cien Años, La Solidaridad, September 30, 1889)
74. Now let the Filipino people… place their trust in something higher, in somebody who has better memory, in someone who knows more the value of justice of sacred promise.  (Una Esperanza, La Solidaridad, July 15, 1890)

75. As long as a people keep their own language, it keeps a pledge of liberty.  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

76. Language is a people’s way of thinking.  Fortunately your independence is secure: human passions watch over it.  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

77. You would add one more language to the more than forty already spoken in these islands, no doubt so that you may understand one another less and less!  (Simoun to Basilio

El Filibusterismo, 1891)

78. Take the lead in forming your own individuality, try to lay the foundations of a Filipino nation.  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

79. When you want to measure the good or the evil that one country has done to another, you have only to see whether it loves or hates the other.  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

80. The glory of saving a country is not for him who has contributed to its ruin.  (Simoun to Fr. Florentino, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

81. You ask for parity rights, the Spanish way of life, and you do not realize that what you are asking is death, the destruction of your national identity, the disappearance of your homeland…  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

82. Keep alive in the people their own way of thinking, and instead of aspiring to be a mere province, aspire to be a nation.  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

83. On the day when all Filipinos should think like us, on that day we shall have fulfilled our arduous mission which is the formation of the Filipino nation.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, July 27, 1888)
84. A nation wins respect not by covering up abuses but by punishing them and condemning them.  (Filipinas Dentro de Cien Años, La Solidaridad, December 15, 1889)

85. Every country meets the fate that she deserves.  (Filipinas Dentro de Cien Años, La Solidaridad, December 15, 1889)

86. How strange it is that the Philippine should remain poor despite its very fertile soil, when history tells us that the most flourishing countries today date their development and well-being from the day they got liberty and civil rights?  (Sobre la Indolencia de los Filipinos, La Solidaridad, August 31, 1890)

87. What good would the Philippines be without the Filipinos?  (Filipinas Dentro de Cien Años, La Solidaridad, February 1, 1890)

88. Tomorrow we will be citizens of the Philippines, whose destiny will be beautiful because it will be in loving hands!  (Isagani to Paulita, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

89. Let us prove to the whole world that when a Filipino wills something he can always do it.  (Speech at the Café Habanero, December 31, 1891)

Love of country
90. I have always loved my poor country and I am sure that I shall love her until my last moment, should men prove unjust to me.  (To the Filipinos, Hong Kong, June 20, 1892)
91. I love my country, the Philippines, because I owe her my life and happiness, and because every man should love his country...  (Pilosopo Tasio to Juan Crisostomo Ibarra, Noli me tangere, 1887)

92. Beautiful and grandiose is the country when its sons, at the cry of battle, lend themselves to defend the land of their forefather.  (El Amor Patrio, La Solidaridad, October 31, 1890)

93. Whatever be her name, her age or her fortune, we love her always like a child loves his mother amidst hunger and misery.  (El Amor Patrio, La Solidaridad, October 31, 1890)

94. The poor and more miserable she is, the more one suffers for her, the more she is idolized and adored until there is even pleasure in suffering for her.  (El Amor Patrio, La Solidaridad, October 31, 1890

95. I know there are many good people, many who truly love their country.  (Letter to Jose Ma. Basa, Ghent, 9 July 1891)
96. Love of country is never erased once it gets to the heart.  (El Amor Patrio, La Solidaridad, October 31, 1890)

97. There you have the country; love her as she deserves to be loved.  (El Amor Patrio

La Solidaridad, October 31, 1890)

98. Among all kinds of love, that of country is what has produced the greatest, the most heroic, and most unselfish acts.  (El Amor Patrio, La Solidaridad, October 31, 1890)

99. No matter what our state be then, let us love her always and let us not hope for anything but her welfare.  (El Amor Patrio, La Solidaridad, October 31, 1890)

100. It is true that I cannot love or be happy in my country, but I can suffer and die in it and, perhaps, for it, which is something…  (Elias to Juan Crisostomo Ibarra, Noli me tangere, 1887)

101. To hate one’s motherland is the greatest misfortune…  (Elias to Juan Crisostomo Ibarra, Noli me tangere, 1887)

102. I must remain in this country where our fathers have lived...  (Juan Crisostomo Ibarra to the Governor General, Noli me tangere, 1887)

103. The thought of my whole life has always been love of my country and her moral and material development.  (Letter to Gov. Gen. Eulogio Despujol, Hongkong, 21 Mar 1892)

104. Our duty… is to love our country and our conscience dictates that we do everything that our duty calls for.  (Letter to his parents, Madrid, Oct. 1, 1885)

105. Life is pleasant and it is so detestable to die young, hanged with ideas in the mind.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, Paris, Apr. 18, 1889)

106. What are you doing for your country that made you what you are, that gives you life and knowledge?  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

107. Return to our native land and be happy there.  (Open letter to his family and friends, Hong Kong, June 20, 1892)

108. The field of battle is in the Philippines. It is there where we should be together.  (To my fellow compatriots, Barcelona, October 1891)

109. Liberty is a woman who grants her favors only to the brave.  (Letter to the members of La Solidaridad, March 1889)

110. Filipinos could serve the country more if they were in the Philippines.  To serve our country, there is nothing like staying in it.  (Letter to Jose Ma. Basa, January 1889)

111. Everything referring to my native country interests me greatly.  (Letter to Blumentritt

Leipzig, 2 October 1886)
112. The nearer I get to my country, the more vehement is my desire to return to the Philippines… I cannot give up the desire to see my native land.  (Letter to Blumentritt)

113. For my part, I shall work faithfully and quietly; I shall devote my strength to my motherland.  (Letter to Blumentritt, Paris, October 9, 1891)

114. I shall always be at the service of my country and what my fellow countrymen think I can do I shall do.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, London, October 12, 1888)

115. We want happiness of the Philippines but we want to obtain it through noble and just means, for right is on our side and therefore we ought not to do anything bad.  (Letter to Blumentritt, London, January 31, 1889)

116. And what joy it is to fall that you may rise, to die to give you life…  (Mi Ultimo Adios, December 30, 1896)

117. I too love my native land and no matter how beautiful Europe may be, I like to return to her.  (June 13, 1892, Marseilles [Diary Entry])

118. I shall not stop working for my country.  (Letter to Marcelo. H. del Pilar, London, 1889)

119. Let this be our only motto: for the welfare of the native land.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, July 27, 1888)

120. In my heart, I have suppressed all loves, except that of my native land; in my mind I have erased all ideas which do not signify her progress.  (Farewell to 1883)

121. I am very busy… for I am working for the greater glory of the Philippines.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, London, August 18, 1888)

122. The good and welfare of our country is our motive.  (Speech at the Café Habanero, December 31, 1891)

123. If one has to die, at least one must die in his own country, by his country and for his country.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, Brussels, 9 July 1890)

124. I desire the happiness of my country.  (Letter to Blumentritt, Geneva, June 19, 1887)

Education

125. The country should not expect honor and prosperity so long as the education of the children is defective.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, February 22, 1889, London)
126. Let us cease to be empirical and routinary.  Let us learn to progress.  Let us seek the direct good, for life is short and the mission of man is great.  (La Instruccion)
127. The gift of reason with which we are endowed must be brightened and utilized.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, London, February 22, 1889)

128. Ignorance is ignorance and not goodness and honor.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, February 22, 1889, London)

129. The teachers who educate Filipinos should consider themselves like nurse or tutors that a mother tries to look after her child.  (Ingratitudes, La Solidaridad, January 15, 1890)

130. Such true education proudly gives/ The pleasure of virtue to young and old/ And she enlightens out Motherland dear/ As she offers endless glow and luster.  (Por la Educacion Recibe Lustre la Patria)

131. It's more immoral that vice has good buildings and learning none.  (Fr. Irene, El Filibusterismo, 1891)
132. Sometimes, in poor literature, great truth is revealed.  (Letter to Mariano Ponce, London, June 27, 1888)

133. Be a model of virtues and good qualities, for the one who should teach should be better that the persons who need her learning.  (Letter to Soledad, Brussels, June 6, 1890)

134. I have given proofs as one who most wants liberties for our country and I continue wanting them. But I put as a premise the education of the people so that through education and work, they might have a personality of their own and make themselves worthy of them.  (Manifesto, Fort Santiago, December 15, 1896)
135. Without education and liberty – the soil and the sun of mankind – no reform is possible, no measure can give the desired result.  (Sobre la Indolencia de los Filipinos, La Solidaridad)

136. Nine out of ten among you who presume to be educated are renegades to your own country.  (Simoun to Basilio, El Filibusterismo, 1891)

Women and Children

137. Every mother loves her sons in her own way. One mother loves them for her own sake and another loves them for their sake.  (Capitana Maria to her elder sister Rufa, Noli me tangere, 1887)
138. Let us be reasonable and open our eyes, especially you women, because you are the ones who open the minds of men.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, February 22, 1889, London)

139. If she is a young woman, let the young man love her not only for her beauty or the sweetness of her disposition but also for the firmness of her character, her lofty ideas that invigorate and encourage the weak and timorous man or arouse brilliant ideas.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, February 22, 1889, London)

140. Raise your children close to the image of God… Awaken and prepare the mind of the child for every good and desirable idea – love for honor, sincere and firm character, clear mind, clean conduct, noble action, love for one’s fellowmen, respect for God – teach this to your children.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, London, February 22, 1889)
141. Everybody knows the power and the prudence of the women in the Philippines.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, London, February 22, 1889)

142. In countries where women are respected as in the Philippines, they ought to recognize their true position so that they may able to perform the duties expected of them.  (Letter to the Young Women of Malolos, London, February 22, 1889)

143. Go to work with spirits high,/ For the wife keeps home faithfully,/ Inculcates love in her children/ For virtue, knowledge and country.  (Himno Al Trabajo)

Justice
144. There is nothing that wins man more than the idea of justice, serene, without hatred or fury, as there is nothing like injustice to arouse his indignation.  (Seamos Justos, La Solidaridad, Madrid, April 15, 1890)

145. Let the court act, but without incitements to cruelty, without martial laws, without barbarism or clemency.  Let it perform its mission quietly, carefully, serenely…  (Seamos Justos, La Solidaridad, Madrid, April 15, 1890)

146. Justice is the foremost virtue of civilized nations.  It subdues the most barbarous nations; injustice excites the weakest to rebellion.  (Filipinas Dentro de Cien Años, La Solidaridad, December 15, 1889)

God
147. God has made man free and has promised success to who ever perseveres, struggles, and work well.  (Una Esperanza, La Solidaridad, July 15, 1890)
148. God has promised man his redemption after sacrifice.  (Una Esperanza, La Solidaridad, July 15, 1890)
149. Let man do his duty and God will do his.  (Una Esperanza, La Solidaridad, July 15, 1890)
150. We shall work for the sake of humanity ordered by God which is for universal harmony and peace of his creatures.  (El Amor Patrio, La Solidaridad, October 31, 1890)
BONUS

I should like the Filipino people to become worthy, noble and honorable.  (Datos para mi defense, Fuerza Santiago, December 12, 1896)

I should like the coming generation… to be brilliant, enlightened, intelligent, and progressive.  (Letter to Paciano, Madrid, December 30, 1882)
My dream is for my country’s prosperity.  (Datos para mi defense, Fuerza Santiago, December 12, 1896)

