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Postscript
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v Crossing a river, their
‘itlog’ turns into ‘ebun’

ANGELES CITY (PLDT/ WeRoam ) =

— It surprises many to-leamn that
Bulacan, a bustling province adja-
cent to-Manila, was pnce a part of
Pampanga, its neighbor to the
north.

If theat s not astounding en
note that parts of old Maynila itself,
esfpaciun}r that area in Tondo north .
of the Pasig, alsohad a pronounced 5
Ca PRNZAN Proasence.

subiject harks back to the ish colonial times
when all ::IJF Luzon was divided into only three me
provinces! from upper Pangasinan all Lﬁu way to ﬁ:;
extreme rliJ:rtnl;:ll EZE "I’I-:u}l:m. Central LL;.mn was La
Pa;':?anga. & Ta region stretching down to
Bicod was Manila: gt s .

The PamBul conmection Is one of some 20 research
topics being discussed by historians and members of
academe in the ¢ 12-T4 conference on Bulacan-
Pampanga history, arts (including culinary) and cultune
at the Holy Anget University here

The conference is jpc-:mared by the Arte Bulakenyio
Foundation Inc., the Juan [} Nepomuceno Cenber
Fapampangan 5Studies of HAU, and the Center for
Bulacan Studies, with the help of the Pambansang
Fomisyon para sa Kultura at mga Sining.

Today, the participants will go to Pulilan, Bulscan,
for the carabac kneeling festival capping the novena to
the town's patron, San lsidro Labrador. Hundreds of
these work animals have besn trained toknes] [n front
of the church to be blessed, :

TTLOG TO ‘EBUN': In his remarks last Tuesday, Dr.
Mariano C. de Jesus, Bulacan State University presi-
dent, recalled that in their youth they used to wonder
why when they crossed the Calumpit river from
Bulacan to P‘Implﬁ#;l their eggs (“itog") suddenly
turned into “ebun.” (“Ebun” is Capampangan for

" #}
23&1 the Bul5U campus in Malolos, De Jesus said, a

third of the 20,700 Huﬂtl‘ll‘-ﬂ:ﬂ{#&k E.tpm;]?nuam.
When he passes a group, he said, he knows it the stu-
dents are Capampangan, because are more kalk-
ative (meaning “maingay” or noisy but not in the sense
of being _Iuicennth}.

Mobe: conferénce spells it Kapampan But
like their elders, many Fampanguenios Emﬂtt
Kapampangan with a “C" and speli the "k sound
with a "q" —as in “mequeni™ (“come here”) instead
of “meker,"” and “gng leon, qug tigri, ecu tatact, queca
pa?” instead of “king leown, king tigri, eku tatakut, keka
pal” (Tagalog: © ung #a leom o sa tigre di ako
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REVEALING NAMES: In many aregs of Bulacan there
are words:in the vernamiar and names of 5 that
are gubet remipders thal once upon & time the inhabit-
ants were Capampangan,
- Some Bulacan tumf have Capam TLTS:
Mitolos {fro e : G
w:-rdmmﬂrrséun i 'Mﬂﬂmm
Tomas town in Pampangal; Qiﬁng:-va fold name of
acuins) Salhdig deioyieng il oo,
: Sam & e Sy, into,
that local folk may not reshize have also come from
Fampanga. Sampies: King Kabayo, Cuteut, Calantipay,
Salapungan, Pinaud, Sacdalan, Batasan, Masalipit,
Mevio, Bulusan, and Ema'mg.‘

LOCAL HISTORY: Years ago, Pampanga also
parinered with Cavite in a sir conference titled
“Imyo ang Cavite, Anin ang Pampanga: The Histori-
cal and Cultural Co nces amd D g5 Be-
tween the Two Provinces,” alao held HHF’IE'-

Director Robby Tantingco of the DN Center for
Kapampangan 5tudies said this development iz sig-
ni.ffﬂntaa provinces and regions outside the national
capital are now asse their local histories and cul-
tures instead of just relying on what Manila-based
historians say.

He said: “Most of the history books we read when
wie were in school talked only abouat the big historical
events that oocurred in and around Manila, or events
that had a direct impact on the nation as a whole.”

"We were ta every defail of the Battle of Ma-
nila Bay and ing about the Battle of Bangkusa
where the Macabebes shed blood in defense of th
homeland, We know all our national herces by name,
but cannot name a single Kapampangan hero - other
than Jose Abad Santos,

“We've read all the works of Tagalog poets and
playwrights, and not a single work by Kapampangan
writers, whoare as good as their Tagalog counterparts.
But because they never re on the radar sereen
of national historians and anthologists, they remain
unknown Lo other Filipinos and unappreciated even
by their fellow Hip:rﬂpnnfgimil."

RIVER LINE: north on the old MacArthur High-
way, the last Bulacan town is Calompit, with the river
separating it from Apalit town on the other side in

mipanga.
But the Calumpit River is just a legal and physical
bimaindary since cultures of communities on both

sides — Candaba, Apalit and Macabebe on the
Pampanga side; and Hagonoy, San Miguel and
Calumpit in Bulacan = seem to overlap, merge and
sometimes lose their identity.

Tantingeo said these are “the towns where the two
languages psmosize and mutate, producing a Tagalog
language that is more Kﬁpamﬁ‘angjan and a
Kapampan anlangu?ﬂut is more Tagalog.”

Along eifher bank of the civer, it i hard to kel which
of the two e 'nﬂ::: 15 absorbi l_ﬂ'h:lntl'lﬂr mltﬁ:arnﬂy.
Hiwe ever, with the Pilipino national language having
been based by low on Tagalog — the finguar franea in
Elllliacn_n — that tongue is likely to have a big say, liter-

_.!Enamn. as they reach out to each other and focus on
their commaonaliiés, rather than their differences, the
ﬁopie of the two neighboring provinees can promote

vanthan and national unity, and thereby derive mu-
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